. ee SS 
“s 





THE 


CHRISTIAN 


ND 


LITERARY 


JOURNAL, 


REGISTER. 








No. 20.] 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1817. 


[ Vou. I. 








Life of the Rev. Nicnoras Ferran, of 
the Church of England. 

Tuere are few biographical ac- 
counts more interesting or useful than 
those of men of learning and talents, 
who, having mixed much with the 
world, have at length perceived its 
vanities, and have retired from them 
to spend their remaining days in the 
immediate service of their God and 
Saviour. Among persons of this de- 
scription the celebrated Nicholas Fer- 
rar may be included ; and though in 
reviewing his life we shall perceive a 
great mixture of austerity, and per- 
haps even of formalism and supersti- 
tion, yet, with all his peculiarities, we 
cannot fail to discover a genuine 
though oftentimes mistaken piety, 
and may learn from his example not 
a few lessons of much practical im- 
portance. 

The father of Nicholas Ferrar was 
a merchant of considerable opulence 
in London; a man of respectable fa- 
mily, liberal manners, extensive cha- 
rity, and earnest devotion. Of his 
mother, who was remarkable for per- 
sonal beauty and great modesty of 
character, Bishop Lindsell was accus- 
tomed to say, that “he knew of «0 
woman superior to her in elogsence, 
true judgment or wisdom and that 
few were equal to her charity to- 


wards men or piety cowards God.” 
Nicholas, the third son of these 


worthy and Christian parents, was 
born Feb. 2, 1592, in Mark-Lane, 
Londen ; and, being of tractable dis- 
position and lively parts, was sent to 
school at four years of age, and ina 
few months could read or repeat with 
great propriety a chapter of the holy 
Scriptures—his parents having always 
accustomed their children from their 
infancy to this sacred duty. His 
powers of memory, and his early pro- 
Va- I 


ficiency in historicat and classical 


learning, caused him to be removed, 


at six years of age, to Euborn School, 
near Newbury, in Berkshire; from 
which, by the especial recommenda- 
tion of his tutor, he was admitted at 
Clare-Hall, Cambridge, in his four- 
teenth year. From his infancy he 
united great diligence in study with 
natural talents of the highest order ; 
but far from exciting envy, even 
among his youthful competitors, his 
amiable and cheerful temper, combin- 
ed with almost excessive modesty and 
delicacy of character, won upon their 
affections as much as it secured their 
esteem. 

A circumstance which occurred in 
his sixth year evinces the religious 
sentiments which had thus early taken 
possession of his mind. Being one 
night unable to sleep, a fit of scepticism 
seized him, and gave him the greatest 
perplexity and uneasiness. He doubt- 
ed “ whether there was a God ;” and 
if there was. * What was the most 
acceptable mode of serving him.’ 
In ext-eme grief, he rose at midnight, 
ap went down to a grass-plat in the 
garden, where he stood a long time 
sad and pensive ; reflecting seriously 
upon the great doubts which thus ex- 
tremely perplexed him. At length, 
throwing himself upon his hands and 
face to the ground, and spreading out 
his hands, he cried aloud—* Yes ; 
there is, there must be a God: and 
he, no question, if I duly and ear- 
nestly seek it of him, will teach me 
not only how to know but how to 
serve him acceptably. He will be 
with me all my life here, and at the 
end will make me happy hereafter.” 
His doubts now vanished, and he 
returned to his apartment in tran- 
quillity ; but the recollection of the 
circumstance made him ever after 
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sommiserate persons in distress of 
mind on religious accounts ; to many 
of whom in tuture life his advice and 
persuasions became eminently coriso- 
\atory and instructive. 

“he early promises of his infancy 
began very soon to be realized at col- 
lege. His tutor, Mr. Lindsell, wish- 
ing to elicit and exlibit his talents, 
or, as he himself expressed it, “ to 
see his inside as well as his outside,” 
made such trials of his abilities as the 
Fellows thought quite unreasonable, 
urging, that “ it was a shame to spur 
a fleet horse, which already outwent 
the rider’s desire, and won every race 
he put him to.” In all these exa- 
minations young Ferrar succeeded 
beyond the highest expectations; and 
being anxious to continue the course 
of mental cultivation which he had 
thus auspiciously begun, he gave him- 
self unintermiitingly to his studies,— 
so that it became a common remark, 
that his chamber might be known by 
the candle that was last extinguished 
at night and first lighted in the morn- 
ing. His piety was equal to his 
learning, nor was any pursuit, how- 
ever interesting, ever suffered to 
interfere with the regularity of his 
attendance at the college chapel—an 
example worthy of imitation by many 
junior members of our universities in 
the present day, who, with much 
clearer ideas, perheys, of the general 
nature of Christianity, than were pos- 
sessed by young Ferrar, might yet 
find in his scrupulous strictnesg of 
conduct and susceptibility of con. 
science no unworthy subject of Chris- 
tian emulation. 

In his second year Ferrar became 
a Fellow-commoner, his parents hav- 
ing deferred this privilege till he bad 
proved that he deserved it: and in 
1610 he took his first degree in Arts, 
and the same year was elected a Fel- 
low of his college. His literary ac- 
quisitions, as well as his personal cha- 
racter and influence among his friends, 
had by this time become so conspicu- 
ous that Mr. Lindsell was accustom- 
ed to exclaim, “* May God keep him 
in aright mind ; for if he should turn 
schismatic, or heretic, he would make 
work for all the world. Such a head ! 
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Such power of argument! Such a 
tongue, and sucha pen! Such a me- 
mory withal he hath, with such inde- 
fatigable pains, that all these joined 
together, I know not who would be 
able to contend with him.” 

But the rising genius and virtues of 
Ferrar could not exempt him from 
the ordinary afilictions of humanity ; 
among which he had to enumerate a 
feminine and sickly temperament of 
body, visibly aggravated by his se- 
vere studies, and which, though it 
could not abate his own courage, be- 
gan greatly to excite the alarm of his 
friends. His faithful and affectionate 
physician being apprehensive that his 
valuable life was near its close, and 
his friends in general thinking it im- 
possible for him to survive another 
winter in England, he was prevailed 
upon to retire to the Continent, 
where, by the course recommended 
for his adoption, his medical adviser 
predicted that his life might possibly 
last to thirty-five years, beyond which 
he had no hopes that it could, under 
any circumstances, be prolonged. 
The heads of the university, as soon 
as they were informed of Mr. Ferrar’s 
intention, and that he was about to 
join the retinue of the princess Eliza- 
beth, who was proceeding to the pal- 
latinate with the Palsgrave, her hus- 
band, procured him, by special favour, 
his Master’s degree, for which he had 
already performed the previous exer- 
cises, though he was not of sufficient 
standing to receive it in the ordinary 
course. His written farewell to his 
family has been preserved, in which 
he dwells upon the importance of 
prepaing for death ; exhorts his bro- 
thers ana sisters to piety, unity, and 
love ; console: his parents with the 


thought, that “ii he should be soon 
dead to them, he was yet alive to 


God ;” implores their lergiveness if 
at any time he had displeased them ; 
and adds, “ It was God that gave me 
to you; and if he take me from you, 
be not only content but joyful that 1 
am delivered from the vale of misery. 
This God, who hath kept me ever 
since I was born, will preserve me to 
the end, and will give me grace to 
live in his faith, to die in his favour, 








1e- 
le- 


ed 


of 


his 
ate 


und 
im 
her 
led 
=nt, 
ded 
iser 
ibly 
lich 
ider 
red. 
oon 
ar’s 
t to 
1Za- 
pal- 
hus- 
our; 
had 
xer- 
jent 
ary 
his 
hich 
> of 
bro- 
and 
1 the 
soon 
e to 
ss if 
em ; 
2 me 
you, 
hat 1 
sery. 
ever 
1e to 
ce to 
7OUr, 





October, 1817.] 


to rest in peace, to rise in his power, 
‘and to reign in his glory.” 

By the kind attention of Dr. Scot, 
who had succeeded to the mastership 
of Clare-Hall, Ferrar was presented 
at Court, and, having changed the 
gravity of his scholastic dress for a 
garb more suited to his new appoint- 
ment, set sail with the courtiers for 
Fiushing, where, on his arrival; he 
found that the sea air, as his physi- 
cian predicted, had re:noved his mter- 
mittent fever, and produced the most 
favourable effect upow his constitution. 
Accompanying the princess Elizabeth 
from city to city, he minvtely inves- 
tigated and recorded the manners, 
religion, manufactures, government, 
and charitable institutions, ef the 
Dutch, paying especial attention to 
their modes of preaching, their rites 
and ceremonies, and whatever else 
seemed worthy of observation in an 
age when theology was scarcely less 
the study of a politician than of a di- 
vine. ‘The princess not intending to 
travel by the route which Mr. Ferrar 
had proposed for himself, he declined 
a liberal appointment which he might 
have obtained in her service, and pur- 
sued his journey alone from ~Ainster- 
dam to Hamburgh, thence to the 
university of Leipsic. thence to Bo- 
hemia, and thence to the Italian 
States. In each of these places he 
remained a sufficient time to gain an 
intimate acquaintance with whatever 
appeared worthy of his attention, stu- 
dying the history, the language, and 
general literature of every country 
at which he arrived. At Leipsic, in 
particular, he procured tuters in the 
various arts and sciences taught in 
that university; and while, on the 
one hand, his company was eagerly 
sought by the literary residents, the 
English merchants and factors also, 
on the other, who were equally de- 
lighted with his abilities, his integrity, 
and his suavity of manners, were 
transmitting with admiration his fame 
and character to his native country. 

To detail the particulars of his 
long residence upon the Continent 
would exceed the limits of this brief 
narrative. His desire to procure use- 
ful information continued unabated ; 
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so that his biegrapher remarks, that 
“there was scarcely any trade, art, 
skill, or science concerning which he 
could not discourse, to the astonish- 
ment even of the professors them- 
selves in their several professions.” 
More than once during his travels he 
was apparently at the point of death, 
especially when at Merseilles, where 
he was attacked by a malignant fever, 
from which he with difficulty recover- 
ed. He was affectionately attended 
in his illness by an English gentleman 
whom he met with in his travels, and 
to whom his religious counsel had been 
highty beneficial. This gentleman 
had fled from his native country on 
account of having slain his antagonist 
in a duel, and was the victim of a se- 
cret remorse and despair, which at 
length yielded, in a considerable mea- 
sure, to the arguments of Mr. Ferrar ; 
so that the unhappy sufferer became 
more composed, and began even to 
feel a rising hope of Divine pity and 
forgiveness. With this friend Ferrar 
returned from Merseilles to Venice, 
whence he set sail for Spain, and nar- 
rowly escaped bemg captured during 
his voyage by a pirate. On this, as 
on numerous other occasions, he ex- 
hibited great personal courage ; for 
the ship’s co:npany being divided re- 
apecting the propriety of yielding or 
fighting, and referring the matter to 
his decision, he resolutely advised 
them to commit their cause to God, 
and to die rather than fall into the 
hands of the Turks. Just, however, 
as they were preparing to show their 
confidence by firing the first shot, the 
pirate, perceiving a richer prize, 
changed its course, and was heard of 
no more, 

Upon his landing in Spain, Nicho- 
las Ferrar proceeded to Madrid, 
where the usual remittances from his 
father not having arrived, he sold his 
cloak and some of his jewels, and pro- 
eeeded with a valuable rapier in his 
hand for the sea side, at which, after 
a long and dangerous journey of five 
hundred miles on foot, he at length 
arrived, and set sail from St. Sebas- 
tian’s for Dover, in his twenty-sixth 
year, haying been absent from: Eng- 
laud about five years. 

49) 














Hitherto we have regarded Mr. 
Ferrar as a religious young man of 
talents and leisure in a private sta- 
tion, and with no fixed employment ; 
we ought now to consider him under 
a new and higher character—as an 
important ples. of society, employ- 
ing his great endowments and capaci- 
ties in the arduous avocations of a 

ublic life. This part, however, of 

is memoirs, though very interesting, 
must, for the sake of brevity, be re- 
luctantly passed over with a few 
slight remarks. His chief occupation 
in London was with the affairs of the 
Virginia. Company ; which the king, 
under the influence of the Spanish 
ambassador, Gondomar, had deter- 
minded to suppress. The skill, in- 
trepidity, and perseverance of Ferrar, 
in the whole of this most difficult and 
protracted business, exceeded even 
all that the sanguine hopes of his 
friends had anticipated, and extorted 
the highest admiration andencomiums 
from the very persons empleyed by 
the king for carrying the design of 
the court into execution. By his 
eloquence and firmness of character, 
combined with an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the affairs of the Compa- 
ny, and of the arts employed for its 
ruin, Ferrar was able to suspend, 
for a considerable time, the suppres- 
sion of the charter ; and even when 
the blow at length arrived, and the 
papers were seized, he had, unknown 
to the Company, made such prudent 
arrangements, particularly by procur- 
ing attested copies of all their books, 
and similar precautions, that it still 
remained in the power of the Direc- 
tors to vindicate their proceedings, 
and possibly, when the ferment should 
have a little subsided, to procure a 
reversal of the dissolution. 

At the suppression of the Virginia 
ompany’s charter, Mr. Ferrar de- 
termined to put into effect a resolu- 
tion which he had formed long before, 
of retiring from public life, and 
devoting himself exclusively to the 
immediate service of God. That 
this determination was not a sudden 
idea, consequent upon the disappoint- 
ments which he had experienced in 
conducting the Company’s concerns, 
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may be inferred from various circum- 
stances in his previous conduct. He 
had repeatedly declined the accept- 
ance of any public office, though so- 
licited both by the government and 
his immediate connexions in life ; 
and had confidentially stated to his 
friends, as a reason for this conduct, 
that he had resolved, as soon as he 
had discharged the duties of his pre- 
sent station, to enter upon a course 
of religious retirement.—The same 
intention was again expressed on a 
more peculiar occasion. A citizen 
of the first class for affluence and re- 
spectability was anxious for an alli- 


ance with Ferrar, and offered him’ 


the hand of his daughter, whose pe- 
cuniary expectations were known to 
be very large, and of whose extraor- 
dinary beauty, talents, and virtues, 
Ferrar had expressed the highest ad- 
iniration. He, however, steadily re- 
fused this inviting and‘in every re- 
spect beneficial proposal : and from a 
general review of the circumstances of 
this and other transactions of his life, 
there appears reason to conclude, that 
he had formed his resolution of re- 
tirement several years before, and pro- 
bably on his recovery from one of his 
sicknesses while abroad. The unrea- 
sonable and superstitious notion of 
the superior advantages of a single 
life for the service of God seems in 
the early part of the seventeenth cen- 
tury to have still lingered in the 
minds of many members of the Pro- 
testant Church; and as Ferrar’s de- 
votion, in various particulars, received 
a somewhat monastic tinge during his 
residence in the south of Europe, we 
cannot much wonder that he had im- 
bibed this injurious opinion amongst 
the rest. 

Ferrar’s project of devotional re- 
tirement was the more peculiar from 
the circumstances, that he was only 
twenty-seven years of age, and that 
his honours were but in their bud. 
He had just been elected a member 
of parliament, in which capacity he 
had already distinguished himself by 
his wisdom and eloquence ; and was 
in the direct road to celebrity and 
preferment. His delicacy of consti- 
tution and frequent ill health are the 
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only apologies that can be urged for 
his deserting thus early in life a pub- 
lic station of great usefulness for the 
indolent retirement of a deserted vil- 
lage. If his chief desire was to glo- 
rify God, he should doubtless have 
remained in the important station in 
which Providence had fixed him ;— 
by secession from the world, he for- 
got the duty, and lost the opportunity 
of letting his light shine before men. 
If, however, his immediate intention 
was to secure his own salvation more 
effectually than he thought would be 
possible in the noisy walks of life, he 
ought to haveremembered, that if the 
path of duty lie in a busy and even 
dangerous scene, the Divine protec- 
tion is more likely to be afforded to 
us in discharging its important avoca- 
tions, than in a.cowardly and unwar- 
ranted secession from them. ‘Our 
Lord himself did not pray that his 
disciples might be taken out of the 
world, but that they might be kept 
from the evil of the world; and 
surely this pious young man, had he 
humbly submitted to the same dispen- 
sation, might have confidently hoped 
for a similar protection. 

Having fixed his resolution, Fer- 
rar was some time impeded in put- 
ting it into execution by various fami- 
ly concerns, particularly the arrange- 
ment of his brether’s commercial af- 
fairs, and the discharge of numerous 
offices of trust and executorship, in 
which his known skill and integrity 
had caused him to be involved. 
These, however, by his great talents 
and application, were at length set- 


jtled; and nothing now remained but 


io retire to the lordship of Little 
Gidding, in the county of Hunting- 
don, which he purchased on account 
of its seclusion and general fitness for 
his intended purpose. The parish 
had been depopulated some time be- 
fore ; and nothing remained but an 


jextremely large mansion-house, go- 


ing hastily to decay, with a small 
church within thirty or forty paces of 
the house, and which had been sacri- 








legiously converted into a barn. 
Having arrived at his new residence, 

he sent for his aged mother, who 

brought over her son-in-law, with her 
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daughter, and their numerous family. 
Mrs. Ferrar was now seventy-three 
years of age, yet possessed of so much 
health and vigour as to appear but 
about forty. The meeting between 
Ferrar and his mother is pathetically 
described ; though twenty-seven years 
of age, a member of the British se- 
nate, and engaged in the most import- 
ant public affairs of his age, the du- 
tiful son respectfully knelt down at 
his first approach to receive her pa- 
rental blessing. He then urged her 
to retire into the house to repose her- 
self after her journey. This, how- 
ever, she refused to do till she had re- 


. paired to the church te offer up her 


acknowledgments to God; but finding 
it filled with implements of agricul- 
ture, she immediately set the numer- 
ous workmen of the household to 
cleanse and repair it, declaring that 
she would not suffer her eyes to sleep, 
or her eyelids to slumber, till she had 
purified the temple of the Lord. 

The family at Little Gidding now 
consisted of about forty persons; and 
it being a time of extraordinary hu- 
miliation on account of the plague, 
Ferrar, with the consent of the bi- 
shop, procured the minister of an ad- 
joining parish to read for their benefit 
the Morning Service daily at eight 
o’clock, the Litany at ten, and the 
Evening Service at four. With a 
view, however, to be legally autho- 
rized to give spiritual assistance to 
his family and others with whom he 
might be concerned, Ferrar soon 
took Deacon’s orders ; and was imme- 
diately offered a very valuable eccle- 
siastical preferment by the friends 
who had before in vain solicited him 
to accept of temporal. Still, how- 
ever, he persisted in refusing; and 
indeed, so far from desiring additional 
emolument, he had already volunta- 
rily divided all his estate among his 
family. He was, in fact, descended 
of a disinterested stock ; for his mo- 
ther, with a conscientious benevolence 
equal to his own, had just restored to 
the church a valuable property in 
Jand and tithes, which had been im- 

ropriated fourscore years before ; 
bes son diligently exerting himself on 
the occasion, to ascertain the extent 
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of the alienated glebe, which was 
not affected without much difficulty 
and perseverance. Wath 
zeal, he had some time befure ex: 
ed a provision in his father’s will 
educating three children from Virgi- 
nia, either to be put out to some pro- 
per business, or, if found fit, to be 
sent back, weli instructed, as imission- 
aries to convert their countrymen, 
their place being supplied by three 
others in succession forever. Duties 
of this nature were eminenily conge- 
nial to Mr. Ferrar’s mind; aid wt is 
therefore much to be lamented that 
he should have withdrawn so euly 
from a station in which frequent oc- 
casions would have ariseu for putting 
them in practice. | 
Mr. Ferrar’s first employment in 
his new residence was to adorn and 
beautify the chureh, which he thus 
rendered a remarkably neat and con- 
venient place of worship. This be- 
ine finished, he repaired his own 
mansion, allotting one large apart- 
ment for the general family devotion, 
and two others for nightly oratories 
for the male and female part of the 
household respectively ; with separate 
chambers and closets for each of his 
nephews and nieces, in order that 
every one night have full opportunity 
of meditating and praying without 
restraint or observation. His own 
lands consisting chiefly of pasture, he 
concluded that the pigeons, of which 
reat numbers had been usually kept 
on the premises, must necessarily 
teed upon his neighbour's corn, which 
he thought a species of injustice. He 
therefore converted the dove-cote in- 
to a large school-house, and gave 
permission to the children of the 
neighbouring towns to repair thither, 
tobe gratuitously educated in reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and the principles 
of the Christian religion; having 
taken care to provide for this purpose, 
as well as for the general tuition of 
the household, three competent in- 
structors. ‘The children of the family, 
when of sufficient age, were taken 
under the immediate instruction of 
Mr. Ferrar hiuself, who paid espe- 
cial regard to teaching them the 
Scriptures, the catechism, the church 
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services, &c. making them not only 
learn them by memory, but studiously 
instructing themin their signification 
and importance. At these pious lec- 
tures the children of the neighbouring 
parishes were always allowed and in- 
vited to atteud, particularly on San- 
days, when the forms of instruction 
aud devotion were more peculiarly 
fixed gnd solemn; relieved, however, 
by singing and recitations from the 
Book of Martyrs, or other interesting 
histories of a religious kind. Mr. 
Ferrar had liniself composed a num- 
ber of short narratives aad tracts 
adapted jor this purpose ; as also a 
variety of hymns and odes, which 
were set to masic by the music-mas- 
ter of the family. ‘These pieces occu- 
pied many volumes; but Mr. Fer- 
ra:’s principal works were a transla- 
tion of Valdesso’s Considerations, and 
a Harmony of the four Evangelists. 
Jn forming the latter he employed the 
mechanical plan since adopted by Dr. 
Priestley, of taking two printed co- 
pies of the same edition, and, after 
expungwg one side of each, cutting 
the various parables, histories, &c. 
into separate ships, and arranging 
them by repeated trials in a regular 
and connected form. In this book, 
each part was so nearly fitted and 
pasted down that the whole ap- 
peared like an ordinary piece of print- 
ang; and being exquisitely bound, 
and adorned with pictures by the 
younger females of the household, 
king Charles the First, who had heard 
of this “ Protestant nunnery,” and 
paid a visit of approbation to it, ear- 
uestly requested a sight of so great 
a curiosity, and would not surrender 
it but on the express condition of ane~ 
ther being prepared for himself. 
His order being obeyed, the king was 
greatly pleased with the gift, and is 
reported to have said: “ This is in- 
deed a most valuable work, and in 
many respects worihy to be presented 


to the greatest prince upon earth. 7 


For the matter it contains is the rich- 
est of all treasures. The laborious 


composure of it into this excellent 
form of an harmony, the judicious 
contrivance of the method, the curi- 
ous workmanship in so neatly cutting 
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out and disposing the text, the nice 
laying of these costly pictures, and 
the exquisite art expressed in the 
binding, are, I really think, not to be 
equalled. L must acknowledge my- 
self to be indeed greatly indebted to 
the family for this jewel: and what- 
ever is in my power [I shall at any 
time be ready to do for any of them.” 

At the kings request, ihe Gidding 
family made a harmony of the two 
Books of the kings and Chranicles ; 
which his majesty complained he had 
often desired his chaplains to perform, 
but in vain. With this harmony 
Charles was still more pleased than 
with the former, considering it to be 
“a fit mirror for a king’s daily in- 
spection, in order to see God’s judg- 
ments and. mercies, his punishing of 
evil princes, and rewarding the good.” 
He intended to have had it printed ; 
but the subsequent troubles of his 
reign prevented the accomplishment 
of this wish.* 

It might be tedious to enter at 
greater length into the arrangements 
of Mr. Ferrar’s household. The 
chief employments, as far as devotion 
left time for other occupations, were 
such as have been already mentioned, 
together with visiting the poor and 
sick, preparing medicines, and prac- 
tising domestic and parochial surgery 
—a virtue which was at that time 





* The attachment of Charles to the fa- 
mily at Gidding did not cease with-the 
life of the subject of this narrative, but 
was extended to Nicholas Ferrar, jun. 
the nephew, from whom he received seve- 
ral other harmonies of Scripture upon the 
uncle’s plan. The early genius and piety 
of this extraordinary young man, who 
died at twenty-one years of age, won so. 
greatly upon the king, that he took him 
under his immediate patronage, with a 
view to send him to the university. Young 
Nicholas Ferrar is said to have understood 
more languages than he was years of age, 
and to haye completed, during his short 
life, a considerable number of laborious 
works; chiefly in the form of harmonies 
or polyglotts. The king, when he fled 


; from Oxford in the fatal year 1646, confi- 


dently trusted himself to Mr. John Fer- 


. rar, the brother of the elder, and father of 


the younger Nicholas, from whom he re- 
ceived the greatest respect and courtesy. 
This was probably the last house in which 
the unfortunate monarch found himself 
among confidential and decided friends, 
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held in so much esteem, that Her- 
bert reckons it as one of the regular 
and indispensable occupations of the 
“ Country Parson’s” wife. The hu- 
mility, charity, and hospitality of 
Ferrar and his family became prover- 
bial; and no person, however prepos- 
sessed against them, seems to have 
returned from their mansion without 
sentiments of esteem and admiration. 
Some of the numerous faults in 
Ferrar’s plan have been already men 
tioned, and others must have sug- 
gested themselves to the reader with- 
out any particular specification. The 
establishment was open to many, if 
not most, of the objections that at- 
tach to the monastic institutions ; 
with, however, this important diffe: - 
ence, that Ferrar’s household, though 
considering acts of devotion as their 
chief business, did not neglect, but, 
on the contrary, diligently, and in- 
deed eminently, practised all the cha- 
rities and virtues of social life. Their 
fault consisted not so much in not at- 
tending to the duties of the sphere 
which they professed to fill, as in not 
choosing a sphere more consistent 
with the ordinary duties of human ex- 
istence ; duties without which society 
could not be conducted, or even the 
common necessaries of life be pro- 
cured. Many, however, of those fea- 
tures which may appear most excep- 
tionable at the present day, were but 
the errors of the age, and not of {the 
individuals, Fasting, and other acts of 
self-denial, held a much more proimi- 
nent place in the conduct of religious 
persons at that period than they do at 
present. Our modern seasons of de- 
votion, both public and private, have 
become so infrequent, and the preju- 
dices against long prayers, long chap- 
ters, long fastings, and long sermons, 
so extensive and unconquerable, that 
even the most moderate system of pi- 
ous families in earlier ages, would, at 
the present mcment, appear unrea- 
sonably harsh and superstitious to 
many an individual who could not per- 
haps be charged with general inatten- 
tion to religious duties. It might be 
well if we were to borrow a little of 
what our forefathers could well spare 
from their superfluity ; for it is to be 
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feared that unchristian laxity is not 
less the besetting sin of modern reli- 
gionists than pharisaic austerity was 
of some of their predecessors. 

The system of Ferrar, though con- 
acientiously planned, was certainly in- 
consistent with the general duties of 
our present state of existence. Not 
only the day, but the whole also of 
the night was spent in acts of devo- 
tion, one party relieving another by 
turns, so that at no period of thie 
twenty-four hours was the voice of 
praise or supplication unheard. Even 
the younger branches of the family, 
us Well as the aged Mrs. Ferrar, rose, 
throughout the year, at four o’clock, 
or earlier, to their devotions: but 
Ferrar himself was still more scrupu- 
lous, for though during his mother’s 
life he so far complied with her re- 
quest as to throw himself upon his 
bed for three or four hours, till one 
o’clock mm the morning, yet after her 
death he only suffered himself to re- 
pose in his frieze gown on a bear- 
ekin upon the beards ; besides which 
he watched either in the oratory or 
chapel not less than three nights in 
every successive week. His prema- 
ture death, as well as that of his ac- 
complished nephew, are probably to 
be ascribed, in a considerable mea- 
sure, to these rigid excesses. In ad- 
dition to this, it can scarcely be doubt- 
ed that religion in the minds of the 
servants and children of such a family 
must have assumed a repulsive and 
unwelcome frown, very different from 
that lovely and attractive form which 
indicates that her ways are ways of 
ge and all her paths peace. 

ot all the active virtues and amia- 
ble qualities of a Ferrar could in all 
probability prevent this injurious as- 
sociation. 

The death of this holy man, which 
took place in December, 1637, be- 
ing the forty-fifth year of his age, 
was attended by no very remarkable 
circumstance. His devotion had for 
many years been too ardent te admit 
of much visible increase ; and, from 
the usual order of God’s providence, 
there appeared no reason to expect 
that it would be diminished. Shortly 
before his death, he gave directions 
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for burning three hampers of come- 
dies, tragedies, heroic poems, and ro- 
mances, upon the spot which he had 
marked out for his grave; which be- 
ing performed, and finding himself 
declining very fast, he received the 
sacrament, and after a most aifection- 
ate farewell of his family, expired, 
remarks his biographer, “ without a 
struggle or a groan, in a rapturous 
“ecstacy of devotion.” 

Having thus brought this narrative 
to a conclusion, we might profitably 
advert to several features in the cha- 
racter of Mr. Ferrar; but for the 
sake of brevity let us notice but two 
—his reverence for ecclesiastical dis- 
cipline, and his diligence in prayer. 

In speaking of the former, it is 
impossible not to perceive a remark- 
able contrast between the conduct of 
Ferrar and that of many professors of 
religion in our own times. This 
humble man, it must be confessed, 
carried his ideas upon this subject, 
even to an extreme; so much so in- 
deed, as to be unwilling to officiate 
in his own family till he had procur- 
ed Deacon’s orders. Jn no instance 
did he think of violating the disci- 
pline of the church: his intense devo- 
tion was wholly unconnected with in- 
novation. It too often happens, that 
when a person of ardent mind, like 
Mr. Ferrar, suddenly quits a pros- 
perous secular profession, and resolves 
to iake upon himself the public minis- 
try of God’s word, he begins before 
long to betray a spirit very inconsist- 
ent with either ecclesiastical disci- 
pline orscriptural sobriety of doctrine. 
This unhappy result is easily account- 
ed for. he regular divine, who 
from his youth has devoted himself 
to the studies of his profession, who 
has considered the history of the 
church in various ages, and become 
acquainted with the controversies 
that have successively risen and died 
away, will probably, by the time he 
arrives at the middle periods of life, | 
have learned the practical excellency 
and superiority of such moderate 
and scriptural systems, both of doc- 
trine and discipline, as that which 
we, as churchmen, have the happi- 
ness to enjoy. Having heard objec- 
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tions and their refutation—having 
seen the tendency of human nature 
to novelty, and of human pride to 
singularity—he begins to dread these 
latter evils not less than those of in- 
difference or formality. But not so, 
in general, the man who in the meri- 
dian of life is suddenly reclaimed 
from a course of sin and folly, and, be- 
fore he well knows the ground upon 
which he stands, determines to plunge 
into the ministry. ‘To him the Bible 
being a new book, and religion a new 
concern, he cannot be expected to 
perceive at once the whole system of 
revelation in its various bearings and 
dependencies. He discovers, perhaps, 
a single fact or doctrine of allowedly 
great importance : this he pursues to 
consequences which a few years fur- 
ther study of God’s word would have 
convinced him by no means necessa- 
rily followed from the admitted tenet. 
He begins to systematize : one half 
of revelation becomes almost useless 
to him, and the other half is stretch- 
ed and overstrained to suit his pur- 
pose. He is ushered into a new 
world, in which he has neither suffi- 
cient humility nor wisdom to know 
how to guide his footsteps : he has ac- 
quired a certain measure of religious 
knowledge which, comparing his pre- 
sent with his former self, instead of 
with a higher standard, he begins to 
think much greater than it really is, 
and wonders that men are not con- 
vinced by arguments which to his own 
mind appear so plain and forcible ; 
not knowing that there are further 
considerations in reserve, which, had 
he studied more deeply, and prayed 
more humbly, might have greatly 
modified his conclusions. He pities 
those as shallow divines and weaker 
brethren who not only know all he 
knows, and see all he sees, but who 
also know and see so much more, that 
hey have learned the necessity of 
humility and modesty, as well as of 
sincerity and zeal. He thinks he sees 
farther than others, only because his 
range of vision is more confined : he 
imagines himself wiser than others, 
precisely because he is ignorant of 
the difficulties which he overleaps. 
At the first entrance into any ecience, 
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this effect is too apt to take place in 
an undisciplined mind: there was a 
time, perhaps, when the mathemati- 
cian and mechanic can remember 
having thought it quite as easy to 
quadrate the circle, or discover a per- 
petual motion, as to perform any 
other abstruse operation in their re- 
spective sciences ; and it was not till 
each became in reality wiser, that he 
discovered and confessed his igno- 
rance. It is, therefore, often ominous 
to find a late and sudden, though 
perhaps genuine, conversion, follow- 
ed by an immediate desire to quit 
a responsible secular station, for the 
sake of undertaking an office which, in 
the usual course of God’s providence, 
demands years of deliberation and 
study, as well as simple piety and 
zeal to prepare a candidate for its 
faithful discharge. With regard, 
however, to Nicholas Ferrar, these 
remarks do not perhaps strictly ap- 
ply for though he would probably 
ave been more in the path of duty 
(supposing his health adequate to the 
task) by continuing in those depart- 
ments of life where he was already 
so usefully employed, yet it must be 
remembered that from his infancy, 
he, like Timothy, had known the holy 
Scriptures ; his piety had been deep 
and early; his judgment in theologi- 
cal matters well matured ; and every 
thing rendered him fit for the sacred 
office, except the important cir- 
cumstance that it was incompatible 
with another and previous allotment, 
which, unless under very peculiar 
and providential circumstances, he 
had no just warrant toforsake. Had, 
however, Ferrar’s devotion been as 
novel as it was ardent, he might very 
probably have become the very cha- 
racter which his tutor Lindsell dread- 
ed, and have lived only to exasperate 
those controversies and disputes which 
it is the object of older and wiser 
Christians to appease. St. Paul ex- 
pressly enjoins, that the minister of 
Christ should not be a novice ; and 
surely no man so completely answers 
to this character, or is so likely to in- 
troduce corresponding novelties of 
doctrine, or innovations on sobriety of 
discipline, as one whose eyes are sud- 
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denly opened to the truth in middle 
jife ; whose affections and zeal are 
ardent, while his jadgment is still fe- 
ble and immature ; and who, finding 
himself really wiser than his former 
associates and friends, conjectures 
that he knows more also than those 
vhose whole life has been devoted to 
the humble and practical study of the 
Divine will. 

The second feature noticed in Fer- 
rar’s character was his diligence in 
prayer. Here, however, as in almost 
every thing else, his fault was excess ; 
for his family net only met fur devo- 
tion six times a day; twice publicly 
in the church, using the accustomed 
service, and four times in the house, 
using prayers appointed by himself 
for the purpose ; but, as was before 
related, they spent the whole night, 
by turns, in similar employments, 
two congregations being constantly in 
attendance in the oratories respec- 
tively appropriated to the male and 
female part of the family. Here, in 
the course of four hours of the night, 
the whole Book of Psalms was regu- 
larly chaunted ; a custom which, ex- 
cept to minds eminently devout, could 
only serve to render them tedious, 
instead of interesting and instructive. 
It is indeed the happiness of the bles- 
sed inhabitants of heaven to encircle 
the Divine Throne “ day without 
night rejoicing ;” and there appears 
at first sight something sublime and 
imposing in the spectacle of a Chris- 
tian family imitating this celestial ex- 
ample. But a further consideration 
of the nature and duties of mankind 
will place this monastic custom only 
among those splendida peccata into 
which even the best of men are some- 
times apt to fall, in their aspirations 
after extraordinary excellence. 

The great subject, however, of ap- 
prehension in the case of Ferrar is, 
lest all these ceremonial observan- 
ces should have been merely the 
offspring of a self-righteous spirit ; 
should have originated in superstition 
rather than piety ; in fear rather than 
love. In the Church of Rome, innu- 
merable cases of this kind occur ;— 
but to Ferrar the remark does not 
appear to be applicable, at least in its 
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greatest extent; for his biographer 
expressly asserts, that “ he attributed 
no saving merit to his observances ;” 
and indeed the general tenor of his 
conversation and conduct proves that 
he ardently loved the duties which he 
performed. The following passage, 
tor example, from one of his prayers, 
shows {his delight in the constant 
worship of God :— 

“Thou hast given to us a freedom 
from all other affairs, that we may 
without distraction attend thy service. 
That holy Gospel which came down 
irom Heaven, containing things the 
angels desire to look into, is, by thy 
goodness, continually open to our 
view : the sweet music thereof is con- 
tinually sounding in our ears: hea- 
venly songs are by thy inercy put into 
our mouths, and our tongues and lips 
made daily instuments of pouring forth: 
thy praise. This, Lord, is the work, 
and this the pleasure of the angels in 
heaven: and dost thou vouchsafe to 
make us partakers of so high a hap- 
piness? The knowledge of Thee, and 
of thy Son, is everlasting life. Thy 
service is perfect freedom; how hap 
py then are we, that thou dost con- 
stantly retain us in the daily exercise 
thereof !” 

The doctrines of Popery, Ferrar 
frequently and explicitly denied; so 
that in his tenets he appears to have 
been a Protestant, though in his dis- 
cipline he was evidently inclined 
to the rites of Popery. Little Gid- 
ding was, in the Church of England, 
what Port Royal was in that of 
Rome. Ardent devotion and love to 
the Redeemer characterized both ; 
and both were open to the charge of 
unnecessary singularity and’ burden- 
some observances. In each, however, 
peace, charity, good order, and love 
for the souls and bodies of men were 
eminently exhibited, and upon each 
the hand of persecution fell with un- 
relenting hostility. The Papists in 
France urged, that Port Royal was 
heretically Protestant ; and the Pro- 
testants in England, that Little Gid- 
ding was heretically Popish. Port 
Royal was destroyed by the Jesuits, 
and Little Gidding by the Puritans. 
Verhaps, therefore, the two establish 
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ments may be considered as forming 
the immediate link and nearest points 
of approximation between two widely 
differing churches ; and may furnish, 
both in their excellencies and faults, 
uot a few useful hints to the members 
ot both.—Christ. Observ. 
Diocess or New-Jersry. 
Appress of the Right Rev. Bishop 
Croxs, to the Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopat Church in 
the State of New-Jersey, August 
20, 1817. 


My Brethren of the Clergy and Laity, 


Ir is made my duty, by the forty- 
fifth Canonof the Church in the Unit- 
ed States, to deliver, at every annual 
Convention, an address ta you, on the 
affairs of the Diocess, since the pre- 
ceding meeting. ‘his duty, with Di- 
vine permission, I shall perform. It 
cannot, however be expected, that, in 
the details of a Diocess, composed of 
so few churches, and containing still 
fewer ministers, matters calculated to 
excite much interest can be present- 
ed. It ought to be satisfactory, if, in 
the view given of it, no declension of 
its former progress appears ; if, on 
the contrary, that progress has not on- 
ly been continual; but, in some de- 
gree, increased. That this is believ- 
ed to be the case, the statement to be 
presented to you, it is hoped, will jus- 
tify. | 

It was my intention, as stated in 
my former address, to visit, during 
the, then approaching, month of Sep- 
tember, the long vacant churches in 
the county of Sussex. To render the 
visit as useful as possible, I had invit- 
ed the Rev. Mr. Bayard to accom- 
pany me. Preparations were indeed 
made, and the journey actually com- 
menced ; but, in consequence of the 
severe and long protracted storm in 
ihat month, the undertaking was re- 
linquished for the time. 

Inthe month of October, I visited 
St. Andrew’s Church, Mount-Holly ; 
and admitted to the Holy Order of 
Priests, the Rev. George Youngs 
Morehouse. 

In November, Mr. Francis H. 
Cuming was admitted a Candidate 
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for Holly Orders, and licensed as a 
Lay Reader. 

In December I held a Confirmation 
in Christ Church, New-Brunswick ; 
on which occasion that holy rite was 
adininistered tu forty-seven persons, 

Mr. Thomas Osborn, a andidate 
for Holy Orders, in the Diocess of 
New-York, was licensed, in the month 
of January, 1SL7, to officiate, as a 
Lay, Reader, in St.Matthew’s Church, 
City of Jersey. 

In the month of May, I visited 
Trinity Church, at Newark, adminis- 
tered Confirmation to thirty-seven 
persons,and preached in the afternoon. 

Immediately after the sitting of the 
General Conyention, I visited, and 
officiated at, the Churches in the 
southern part of the Diocess, in the 
following order: St. Stephen’s Mul- 
lica’s Hill, on Thursday the Sth of 
June ; St. Thomas’s Glassborough, 
on Friday the 6th; Trinity, Swedes- 
borough, on Saturday the 7th, and on 
Sunday the Sth; St. John’s, Salem, 
on Weduesday the 11th; St.George’s, 
Penns-Neck, and Trinity, Swedesbo- 
rough, on Thursday the 12th; St. Pe- 
ter’s, Berkeley, on Friday the 13th ; 
St. Andrew’s, Mount-Holly, twice 
on Sunday the L5th; St. Mary’s, 
Colestown, on Monday the 16th; St. 
Mary’s, Burlington, on Tuesday the 
17th ; and St. Michael’s, Trenton, 
on Wednesday the 18th. 

Daring this visit, I admitted, on 
Sanday the Sth of June, in Trinity- 
Church, Swedesborough, Mr. Samuel 
Creighton Stratton, of that place, te 
the Holy Order of Deacons. 

In the months of May and June, I 
visited, and officiated at, St. Peter’s 
Church, Spotswood, three times ; and, 
on the last occasion, I administered 
Confirmation to thirty-seven persons, 
The following day, I visited Christ 
Church, Shrewsbury. 

I visited also, St. Peter’s Church, 
Perth-Amboy, on Sunday the 6th of 
July, and officiated twice in that con- 
gregation. 

Immediately after my return, I set 
out, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. 
Bayard, to make my long delayed 
visit to the vacant churches in the 
county of Sussex, We arrived at the 
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congregation of St. James’s Church, 
Knowlton, on Tuesday the Sth of 
July, and continued there performing 
Divine Service, and preaching in the 
Church, every day, for the space of a 
week. On the Lord’s day, which oc- 
curred in the time, I preached twice, 
to a crowded audience, administered 
the communion to eighteen persons, 
and baptized seventeen children. On 
the succeeding ‘Tuesday, I adiminis- 
tered Confirmation to seventeen per- 
sons. During part of this time, Mr. 
Bayard was absent, preaching at Bel- 
videre and Hope, tio villages at the 
extreme bounds of this congregation ; 
and, on the Sunday that intervened, 
in the congregations of Christ Church, 
Newton, and Christ Church, Johnson- 
burgh. On the afternoon of Tues- 
day, the 15th of July, we left St. 
James’s, Knowlton, and Mr. Bayard 
returned home. IL continued in the 
vicinity, and on Thursday officiated 
at the village of Hope, and on Fri- 
day in the congregation of Christ 
Church, Johnsonburgh. On the Sun- 
day succeeding, If officiated twice, to 
considerable assemblies, in the Court- 
room, at Newton, the congregation 
of Christ Church in that place being 
destitute of a house of worship. 

During this visit, the sacrament of 
baptism was administered to thirty-six 
adults and children. 

On Sunday, the 3d of the present 
month, I visited St. John’s Church, 
at Elizabeth-Town; and, though it 
was not my intention to hold a Con- 
firmation at that time, as one had so 
recently taken place ; yet, in consi- 
deration of a particular request, in a 
case, in which some young persons 
were about to remove to a situation 
in which they might never have an 
opportunity of enjoying that Holy 
Rite, 1 consented to administer it, to 
as many as might offer. The num- 
ber confirmed, on the occasion, was 
ten. Lalso performed Divine Ser- 
vice and preached, in the afternoon of 
that day. 

On my return icom Elizabeth- 
‘Town, I commenced a visit to the 
Churches in the northern part of Hun- 
terdon county, and, on Thursday the 
7th inst. I officiated at the house of 


Mr. Robert Sharp, of the congrega- 
tion of St. Andrew’s, Amwell. On 
the Sunday succeeding, I performed 
Divine Service, and preached to a 
numerous assembly, in St. Thomas’s 
Church, Alexandria; and, in the af- 
ternoon of the same day, to a large 
congregation at Mr. Robert Sharp’s, 
before mentioned. St. Thomas’s 
Church is almost in ruins; but there 
is reason to believe, that the congre- 
gation, though very much reduced, 
will shortly make a successful effort 
to rescue it from total destruction. 

In the course of these visitations, 
I have generally witnessed, and with 
great satisfaction, a growing attach- 
ment to our apostolic yChurch, a@ 
zeal for its prosperity, and a mani- 
festation of gratitude ;—in some in- 
stances indeed, especially in vacant 
Churches,—a high degree of joy, on 
account of the interest taken in their 
spiritual welfare, and the opportunity 
afforded them of participating in the 
rational and primitive services of the 
Sanctuary. Itisto be lamented, that 
so many Churches in the Diocess 
stil] continue vacant; it is an evil, 
however, though capable of consider- 
able mitigation, which cannot, for a 
long time, be completely remedied. 
Some of the churches now vacant, 
are situated so contiguous to each 
other, that they may, by uniting, af- 
ford support to ministers. This, I 
trust, will be the case shortly with 
those thus favourably circumstanced. 
Several, however, will remain, which, 
for some years, at least, must depend, 
for the ministration of the word and 
ordinances, principally upon the cler- 
gymen who shall be provided and 
supported by the Directors of the 
Missionary Fund. Although this 
fund has increased to an amount, 
greater than could have been con- 
templated, at the time of its institu- 
tion; yet, that it may have full and 
permanent effect, it is greatly to be 
desired, that it should progress, till 
the interest, in connexion with the 
annual collections, amounts to a sum 
sufficient to remunerate a Missionary 
for the whole of his time. Experi- 
ence has shown, that it is difficult to 
procure a clergyman to serve in this 
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important office, on any terms, short 
of this. I take the occasion, there- 
fore, to urge upon you, my brethren, 
both of the clergy and laity, a due 
attention to this subject. We have 
already under the smiles of Divine 
Providence, done much. A continu- 
ance of the same zeal, of the same 
affectionate concern for the spiritual 
interests of the scattered sheep of our 
Flock, destitute of shepherds ; and an 
increased punctuality in making the 
collections, will, with the blessings of 
the same beneficent Providence, in a 
short time, enable us not only to 
preserve, and finally render perma- 
nent, the churches still vacant; but 
to increase the number, by the or- 
ganization of new congregations. 
Some good examples, on this subject, 
L am happy to say, have lately been 
given. Mie congregation of ‘Trinity 
€hurch, Newark, and a new Church, 
recently organized, at Paterson, have 
established Missionary Societies, in 
aid of the Fund. 

Among the causes of mutual con- 
gratulation, on account of the improv- 
ing state of our church, it is not one 
of the least, that Sunday Schools have 
much increased, in this Diocess, dur- 
ing the past year; and, what adds 
to their value, is, that the time spent 
in them is devoted to religious in- 
struction, as well as to instruction in 
reading, &c. It is desirable, on this 
account, that they should be, as they 
generally are, confined to our own 
Society. Sunday Schools, composed 
of different religious denominations, 
preclude, in a considerable degree, 
religious mstruction, or occasion jea- 
lousies and discontents. 

Among the number established, 
one, at least, perhaps more, has been 
organized in a vacant church. May 
the laudable example be followed. 

It cannot have escaped the notice 
of any one; nor ought I to omit men- 
tioning it, to their praise, that the 
Church is principally indebted, under 
Gop, for these excellent nuseries of 
our communion, and of candidates 
for heaven, to her pious and benevo- 
lent female members. They have 
certainly, in this Diocess, taken the 
léad in this pratse-worthy institution, 
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this labour of love, and their reward 
will be certain. 

The Episcopal Society, for the pro- 
motion of Christian Knowledge and 
Piety, in this Diocess, has not relax- 
ed in its exertions to promote the ob- 
jects of its institution. It has appro- 
priated, for the present year, $162 
for purchasing Bibles, Prayer-Books, 
and Tracts, to be gratuitously distri- 
buted, &c. and its permanent fund, 
amounts now to nearly $600. It 
adds not a little to the satisfaction 
derived from its prosperity, that seve- 
ral of the female members of Christ 
Church, Shrewsbury, and Christ 
Church, Middletown, have lately as- 
sociated, under the name of The Fe- 
male Episcopal Society of Shrewsbury 
and Middletown, for the promotion 
of Christian Knowledge and Piety, 
as auxiliary to the Parent Society. 

There is, at present, but one Can- 
didate for Holy Orders in the Dio- 
cess, though others are preparing for 
admission. 

Since the meeting of the last annual 
Convention, the Rev. George Y. 
Morehouse has been instituted Rec- 
tor of St. Andrew’s Church, Mount- 
Holly. 

The Rev, Edmund D. Barry, late 
of the Diocess of New-York, who of- 
ficiated in St. Matthew’s Church, Jer- 
sey, has, in consequence of his remov- 
ing to the Diocess of Maryland, re- 
signed his charge of that Church. 

The Rev. James Montgomery, 
Jately a Deacon in the Diocess of 
Pennsylvania, has removed into this 
Diocess ; and, it is with great satis- 
faction, I communicate it, has accept- 
ed of an invitation to be their minis- 
ter, from the long vacant congrega- 
tion of St. Michael’s Church at Tren 
ton. 

The Rev. Samuel C. Stratton, 
lately ordained a Deacon, has been 
appointed a Missionary to the vacant 
Churches in this Diocess, and has 
already commenced his labours. 

A new church has been instituted 
in the town of Paterson. 

The number of persons confirmed, 
since the last Convention, is one hun- 
dred and forty-nine. 

I cannot close this address, without 
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recalling to your recollection, and par- 
ticipating with you, in the pleasure 
it affords, the flourishing and progres- 
sive state of our Church, at large, as 
was manifested at the late interesting 
General Convention, not only by the 
favourable reports presented from 
every quarter; but also, by the num- 
bers, zeal, and respectability, both of 
the clergy and laity, who assembled 
on that occasion. In addition to 
these circumstances, so propitious, 
provision was made, by that respecta- 

le body, for carrying into effect two 
objects of vital importance to the fur- 
ther prosperity and extension of our 
communion: the establishment of a 
General Theological Seminary for 
the due instruction of Candidates for 
the ministry ; and the extension of the 
benefits of the Episcopal ofitce, to the 
States and Territories, west of the 
Alleghany Mountains. These, under 
the Divine Auspices, cannot fail to 
promote the cause of our Blessed 
Lord and Master; and not only bring 
into the great Fold, the now scatter- 
ed and waridering sheep of our Flock ; 
but also increase their number. Let 
us, my brethren, further these great 
objects, by all the means in our pow- 
er, remembering, at the same time, 
that, if we hope to succeed, we must 
constantly look up to the Fountain of 
all good, for a blessing upon our en- 
deavours. ‘Jhus doing, and conform- 
ing ourselves to the Divine Will in 
other respects, the issue will not be 
doubtful. 

But while we are thus felicitating 
ourselves on this prosperous, this 
flattering condition of our Church, 
can I omit noticing the deeply afflict- 
ing event, which has just reached our 
ears ; an event that cannot fail to re- 
vress the joy which this bright pros- 
pect had so recently enkindled. Gon, 
my brethren, has been pleased, in 
his infinite wisdom, to remove from 
the Church, in South-Carolina, her 
respectable and worthy Head. Bishop 
Dehon has ceased to be an inhabit- 
ant of this vale of tears. It adds not 


a little to the grief, which many of us 
feel, on this mournful occasion, that 
so short a space has elapsed since 
we Had the opportunity and gatisfac- 


Theolagical School. 
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tion of sceing him in his usual 
health, and enjoying the pleasure of 
his society. Let it admonish us of 
the uncertainty of life, and of the ne- 
cessity of being always ready to ren- 
der an account of owr stewardship. 
JOHN CROES., 
Burlington, August 20, 1817. 


—o 
From the Evening Post. 
COMMUNICATION, 

Theological School—it must be gratify- 
ing to all who cherish an interest in the 
improvement of the character and condi- 
tion of socicty in this country, to find 
that measures have been taken, in the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, for the es- 
tablishment of a school of divinity, on 
the most respectable scale, that contribu- 
tions to be solicited of its members, in 
all parts of the United States, will admit. 
Institutions of this nature, while they 
have a tendency to strengthen and elevate 
the character of the Churches, whose in- 
terests (and in them the best interests of 
men) they are intended more immediately 
to subserve, must, at the same time, 
greatly conduce to the obvious good of 
society, which consists in the advance. 
ment among us of good scholarship, and 
the increase of the number of enlighten- 
ed and accomplished professional men. 
It is most devoutly to be hoped, that 
Episcopalians, who from other circum- 
stances than such as imply any fault of 
character, have hitherto not been on a 
footing with some other denominations, 
in advantages of education for the minis- 
try, will not be found wanting in the li- 
berality necessary to the accomplishment 
of this most important design. We should 
deprecate its failure, as indicative of a 
lamentable deficiency among them—of a 
proper sensibility to the honour and inter- 
est of their denomination. The ability 
adequate to its happiest success, they un- 
doubtedly have; and though there may 
not be among them those who, like indi- 
vidual benefactors to a similar institution 
in New-England, could give to it 100,000 
dollars, 30,000 or 15,000, yet, if the spi- 
rit be not wanting, they are able, collec- 
tively, to do much. May they do it! must 
be the hearty wish of every friend of re- 
ligion and of society. 

It is understood that the prospect of 
the subscription recently begun, is by no 
means discouraging. In this city liberal 
subscribers have been found, and in some 
places of the interior; and particularly 
at the city of Troy, the subject has been 
treated in a manner which, while it does 
honour to individuals, gives evidence of 
a sound and healthy state of religious so- 
ciety. 

A LAY EPISCOPALIAN, 








y- 
be 
li- 
na 
he 
PS- 
on 
du- 
in 
rit. 
i€ v 
ate 
in- 
of 
ely 
me, 
| of 
Ce 
and 
ten- 
nen. 
that 
um- 
t of 
yma 
ions, 
inis- 
e li- 
nent 
ould 
of a 
of a 
nter- 
vility 
y un- 
may 
indi- 
ution 
0,000 
€ spi- 
ollec- 
must 
of re- 


ect of 
by no 
liberal 
) some 
ularly 
s been 
it does 
once of 
ous so- 


PALIAN, 





October, 1817. 


To the Editor of the Christian Journal. 


Tur honourable mention made m a 
communication which appeared in the 
Evening Post, of the liberal attention g1- 
ven by the members of our Church at 
Troy, to the claims of the Theological 
Seminary, is certainly justified by the 
fact. It is at the same time proper that 
it should be understood, that in other 
places where the congregations are small- 
er, and the persons teweT Who might be 
expected to contribute to sach an vbject, 
there has been no deficiency of a becom 
ing interest in it. Much, in proportion 
to ability, has been done at Utica and 
Geneva; and there is no reason yet to 
apprehend that, in any place where ap- 
plication has been made in behalf of this 
great and excellent design, it will not 
meet with an equally worthy attention. 








PDUTCHESS COUNFY AUXILIARY BIBLE AND 
COMMON PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY. 


_ The Annual Election for the choice of 
officers of the Dutchess County Auxiliary 
Bible and Common Prayer Book Society, 
was recently holden in the Episcopal 
Church, in the village of Poughkeepsie, 
when the following gentlemen were 
chosen, viz. 

Doctor Samuel Bard, President; Hon. 
Pames Emott, Hon. Daniel C. Verplank, 
Vice Pesidents ; David Brooks, John Joha- 
ston, Paraclete Potter, Daniel Hebard, 
Philo Ruggles, Thomas Brownjohn, 
Thomas L. Davies, Managers; William 
Davies, Treasurer; Thomas J. Oakley, 
Secretary. 


The following is an extract from the re- 
port of the Board of Managers to the 
Society. 

‘** The managers of the Dutchess County 
Auxiliary Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society, rejoice in being able to 
state to the Society, that their success has 
surpassed their most sanguine expecta- 
tions—That although their number be 
small, consisting almost exclusively of 
Episcopalians in the village of Poughkeep- 
sie, they have been able to distribute gra- 
tuitously in 18 months, about one hundred 
copies of the Holy Bible, and as many 
more of their excellent manual of devo- 
tion, the Common Prayer. A view of the 
situation and prospects of the Society, in- 
duce the hope that they may do some- 
thing more for the future. The funds are 
gradually accumulating, and the managers 
fondly cherish the hope, that they will ere 
long be such as to enable the Society to 
extend its benefits beyond the district to 
which they have heretofore been confin- 
ed. While Christians in every quarter 
of the world are emulous in carrying to 
the destitute, the “word of life,” and 
while Societies in almost every district of 
aur country, by vieing with each other in 
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the blessed work, afford us the most pleas 
ing examples, the managers deem it need 
less to say any thing to a body of Chris: 
tians who have every opportunity to “ take 
the good word of God,” to stimulate them 
to zeal in so high and kiudable an under- 
taking. 

They trust that the members of their 
Society, praying for the suecess of every 
establishment which has for its object the 
distribution of thé Bible, will endeavour te 
make their institution respectable, by 
making it eseful to their fellow men. 

The first object of the Society is to sup- 
pty, as far as practicable, every person 
within the county, who cannot conveni- 
ently supply himself, with at least a copy 
of the Scriptures, and all such as shall 
wislt it, with a copy of the Common Pray, 
er. This, although a local, is by no means 
a limited object. When it is considered 
how great the population of this county 
is, how important it is that every indivi- 
dual should have a Bible of his own, and 
how many families there are who can ill 
afford to purchase one copy of the Holy 
Scriptures, much less one for each of 
their members, the object is magnified in 
our view, and shows us that what has been 
already done, is but a beginning of the 
good work ; and that to complete the bes 
nevolent design, will require the industry, 
the liberality, and united exertions of all 
the members of the Seciety. In our un- 
dertaking we are. secure of at Jeast the 
good wishes, of all good men. For no 
one who has the honour of Religion, and 
the greatest good of man in view, can for- 
bear saying, to a body of men, who have 
associated, for the gratuitous distribution 
of the uncommented Scriptures, * God 
speed.” 

The principles on which our Society is 
organized, cannot be exceptionable to any 
individual, in as much as there must be 
some plan in every.such institution, and 
surely a system of operations adopted by 
Episcopalians may be presumed to. be con- 
sistant with and according to the distinc- 
tive principles and characteristics of their 
church. Since our labours have been 
crowned with success, relying on the God 
of all goodness, let us persevere, under the 
fullassurance, that he will bless the mea- 
sures adopted for the distribution of his 
word, and the word itself to the salvation 
of the souls of men” 


wes 5 Oot 
—_——_. 





In conformity with the 38th Canon of 
the General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America, empowering the Bishop of each 
diocess to *‘ compose forms of Prayer or 
Thanksgiving for extraordinary occasions, 
and to transmit them to each Clergyman 
within his diocess or district, whose duty 
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it shall be to use such forms in his Church 
on such occasions ;” I do hereby set forth 
the following Form of Prayer and Thanks- 
giving, to be used in the Congregations 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
State of New-York, on the second Thurs- 
day in this month, being the day appoint- 
ed by the Governor of the State of New- 
York, as a day of public Thanksgiving 
and Praise to Almighty God. 

JOHN HENRY HOBART, 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in t&e state 


of New-York, 


— 


A FORM OF 
Prayer and Thanksgiving. 


‘ d i camaue ee“ a nswee Sree and Tio py 
giving to Almighty God, for the fruits of the Earth, 
and all the other blessings of his merciful Provi- 
dence, to be used yearly, on the first Thursday in 
November, or on such other day as shall be appointed 
by the civil authority ;” exeept that the ezghth Se- 
tection of Psaims shall be used at Morning Prayer; 
and im addition to the Thanksgiving appointed in 
said service, to be used after the General ‘Thanks- 
ewing, shall be said, at Moruiug and Eyening Prayer, 
the following : 

God, who art the blessed and 

4 only Potentate, the King of 

Kings, and Lord of Lords, the Al- 

mighty Ruler of nations, we adore 

and magnify thy glorious name for 
all the great things which thou hast 
done for us. We render thee thanks 
for the goodly heritage which thou 
hast given us; for the civil and reli- 
gious privileges which we enjoy ; and 
tor the multiplied manifestations of 
thy favour towards us. Grant that 
we may show forth our thankfulness 
for these thy mercies, by living in 
reverence of thy almighty power 
and dominion, in humble reliance on 
thy goodness and mercy, and in holy 
obedience to thy righteous laws. Pre- 
serve, we beseech thee, to our coun- 
try, and to all the nations of the earth, 
the blessings of peace. May the 
Kingdom of the Prince of Peace, 
come; and reigning in the hearts and 
lives of men, unite them in holy fel- 
lowship ; that so their only strife may 
be, who shall show forth with most 
humble and holy fervour, the praises 
of him who hath loved them, and 
made them Kings and Priests unto 

God. We iinplore thy blessing on 

all in authority over us; that all things 


Form of Prayer and Thanksgiving. 
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may be so ordered and settled by their 
endeavours, upon the best and surest 
foundations, that peace and happiness, 
truth and justice, religion and piety, 
may be established among us for all 
generations. O Lord, continue to pros- 
per our literary institutions; and shed, 
we beseech thee, the quickening in- 
fluences of thy Holy Spirit on all the 
people of this land. Save us from the 
guilt of abusing the blessings of pros- 
perity to luxury and licentiousness, to 
irreligion and vice; lest we provoke 
thee, tn just judgment, to visit our offen- 
ces with a rod, and our sins with scour- 
ges. And while thy unmerited goodness 
to us, O God of our salvation, leads us 
to repentance, may we offer ourselves, 
our souls and bodies, a living sacrifice 
to thee, who hast preserved and re- 
deemed us, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; on whose merits and mediation 
alone we humbly rely for the forgive- 
ness of our sins ard the acceptance of 
our services; and who liveth and 
reigneth with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen. 


q After the Collect for the Day, m the Communio 
Service, the following : 

Almighty God, who hast never 

failed those who put their trusi 
in thee, and dost honour the people 
who honour thee ; imprint on our 
hearts, we beseech thee, a deep and 
habitual sense of this great truth. 
that the only security for the con- 
tinuance of the blessings which we 
enjoy, consists in our acknowledge- 
ment of thy sovereign and gracious 
providence, and in humble and holy 
submission to the gospel of thy Son 
Jesus Christ ; to whom all power is 
given in heaven and in earth, and 
who is one with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, in the eternal Godhead, 
our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 


4 At Evening Prayer, the tenth Selection of Psalms 
shall be used, and the first Lesson shall be Deut. x. 
12, and the second Lesson, Romans xii. and the Col- 
lect tor the Day, as in the Morning. 
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